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In  1965.  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Art  and  Design  distributed  its 
first  yearbook,  named  the  Annual, 
a  publication  which  sought  to 
transcend  conventional  notions 
of  the  yearbook  genre,  capturing 
the  vitality  of  the  school  and 
the  temperament  of  the  times 
through  pure,  photographic 
narrative.  It's  introduction  stated 
explicitly  what  the  Annual  would 
not  show: 


..photos  of  disembodied  faces 
nailed  down  next  to  personal 
data  (nicknames,  ambitions, 
and  club  affiliations)  whose 
very  formality  proves  the 
impersonality  their  adminis- 
trators would  hasten  to  deny; 
group  pictures  of  a  room 
full  of  stiffs  that  would  warm 
the  heart  of  any  social  realist 
or  mortician....  Photo  after 
dismal  photo.  Pose  after 
studied  pose.  Everything  is 
clean,  rigid,  well-ordered, 
symmetrical,  with  the  decep- 
tive brightness  of  a  military 
inspection  in  the  split-second 
after  reality  has  frozen  to 
attention,  before  the  chaos  of 
real  life  resumes  once  more. 


The  ^nnua/substituted  the  dispas- 
sionate public  face  displayed 
in  the  typical  yearbook  with  a  raw 
portrait  of  the  creative  process 
and  the  artistic  mind,  using  pho- 
tographs which  provoked  the 
viewer  as  images,  presenting  an 
emotional,  asymmetric  vision, 
rather  than  a  neutral,  ordered  expe- 
rience.Two  more  editions  of  the 
PCAD  Annual  were  printed,  in  1966 
and  1968. 


More  than  thirty  years  later,  these  publications  served  as  the  inspiration  for  this  yearbook,  the  first  to  chronicle  The  University 
of  the  Arts  since  its  formation  in  1985,  when  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Art  and  Design  and  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Performing  Arts  merged  into  one  institution.  This  edition,  called  simply  the  Book,  commemorates  the  founding  of  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Art  and  Design  in  1876,  125  years  ago,  and  documents  the  University  as  it  exists  at  the  start  of  a 
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new  millennium. 

dertaken  as  a  multidisciplinary  collaboration  between  students,  the  publication  provides 
terpretive  visual  narrative  of  life  in  and  around  campus  today. 


Since  this  book  was  produced  through  the  efforts  of  nUmeTOUS  individuals,  their   €Xf)T6SSi  V6  voices 

are  felt  in  part  and  in  SUm,  emerginf  in  the  Peat,    myth  HI,     i  Ul(l  C3  UB  11  CG 

of  the  printed  spread. The  book  is  a  composition  of  pictorial  F  RAG  "* 
M  EN  TS  representing  tilTie  and  plaCe,  which  together  form  a  /"  ^    Wl  p    0    V  Ct    l   Collage, 

an   \jr  m  m  m\J  m  m  %JF  m  m%Mm  response  to  creative  people. 
It  is  an  attempt  to  push  the  boundaries  and  subvert  the  expectations 
which  accompany  the  notion  of  a  "yearbook  tradition"  and  to  reinvent  the  Book 
yet  again  as  a  suitable  expression  for  our  era. 
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